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The New York Tt by JOSEPH
Lobster pots on St Georges Bay fiéar Antlgomsh Nova Scoha, reflect the lmpomnce of the sea’to the provmoes )

By JAY WALZ .

Special to 'The New York Timed
HALIFAX, Nova  Scotia—
Strains on the Canadian confed-
eration,

running 12 miles’ out from the

to strike oil out there soon.”
The report of the Maritime
Study noted that theé Maritimes

threats and disorders in Quebec
are driving the tliree- Matitime
Provinces to think senously
abot: political union.
- Should- separatists ever wm
out in‘the large French-speaking]:
‘province to: the west, the 1.5
million residents of Nova Scotia, |
New Brunswick and Prince Ed|
Wward Island would be physically|™
cut off, and at least 500 miles
away from that part of Canada
on whith they-depend fortheir
standard of living. .

The rise of

rest of Canada.

Cape Breton shore. We hope|

thad failed to prosper with 1he'

her of pubhc employes and the
taxes 'to _support . them

efficiency in a num}:er of co-

R000800210004-5 '@ I

continued to grow faster here
than anywhere else in the
country,

Pmponents of union, intlud-

ways,
such things as motor vehicle

Mr . Campbell, 37 years old,
for Prince - Edward)|

today is mearly 50 per cent
per cent “of ‘the work force.

n the words of the :report,
its. peoples have had “to mi-
grate for successive generations|
a5 ‘have no other native Ca-

nadians.”

“Mdritimers* say jokingly that|
“our most valuable export isl
brains.”.. Since World. War. .|
more than 200,000 young peo-
n|P have moved to more prom-|

Mont

above the. national level of 6.6]

mﬂuentla] businessmen,  are|
counting on“the three pretiers|
—two of them new ‘and all ‘rel-
atively -young—to take strong
initiatives toward change.

The privately run Atlantic|
Provinces -Economic- “Council
supports the unity

Island, "skid:
“We are now one province in|
ten in our dealings with Ottawa.

one-tenth of the population of
the new, bigger province, and
we'd lose-a good .deal. of the

fon ‘the" ground’ that theprov-
inces cannot enjoy real growth
while..they .compete .with each:
other for industries and “Fed-
eral ‘haridouts:” "

o N
Party Québecois, and the recent
polmcal kidnappings by. radicals

we_are  one

sing pl Toron-
to‘ ‘Boston — and 1he sparse|
has not kept pace

seemed more ominous here Lhan
elsewhere in Canada.”

But even if Quebec zemams
their restive neighbor in Canada,
the proud but poor Maritime
Provinces_as they exist .seem
destined, at ‘best, for whe eco-

Caited Self-Preservaﬁon
To cite only the latest com-

plaint, New Brunswick potato|. |

growers are up in arms because!

the Canadian National and Ca-| -
nadian -Pacific railroads raised;”

the freight. rates. and auxiliary|
charges, which the farmers say,
will add 70 per cent to trans:|
portation costs fortheir already|
depressed industry.

For these reasons, a new pro-
posal has been put forward for
the merger of Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and Prifice Edward
Island. The suggestion-is being!
dccepted. by many. influential
persons here as kX matﬂe of self-
presérvation::’

The proposal conmmed in a
report of the Mantlme Umon
Study; said:-- -

“At the present nme che un-
certainties which confront’ this
region—the Maritimes—arises
from ‘two dangers: the possible
disintegration of the nation and,

with growth in the rest of|
Canada.
While many of these

&

region,” -said “Harry Flemming,,

the” council’s ~eéxecutive vice
president. “We also have a com-
mon maritime orlentation and|
cornmon history. And we can't|

have found gainful careers, the,
plight of dther hundreds is

rely on being the chief problem
chﬁ’d ‘of Candda, There are oth-

5 735 200 300 MI.

The How Yo T
depicted in a recent Canadian

mes

motion lcmre “Going Down
the Road,”-which has-won-high}
praise , in,_the United S(.ates,
It dramiatizes the expérience
of two"untrained young -men’
from. the Maritimes “who, when
trying to find jobs, confront|
|the_hard lines: of big, complex
Toronto,

Prince. Edward Island has

v S hnm

ers. Quebec, for_example.”
However, facing many grave
problems, the premiers-appear
not:too eager to plunge. head:
lony into the task of shedding]
tbureaucrats and urgamzmg a
overn.

leverage we en]oy at- present.”
$300-Miliion Federal Funds

That “leverage’ has- brought|
the island the promxse of $300-

registration and possibly high-|

'We would represent less ‘than|

million in Federal
funds over the mext 14 years.
{Without this prograih, ; which
Islanders must support with!
$400-million ~ of their own
money, the province would. be!
'without hope of lifting its econ-
omy to a self-sustaining basis.
As it is 65 cents of every dollar

. [the government spends comes;

from the Federal purse.

. Mr. Hatfleld told- a “recent
visitor that the Quebec sepa-
ratist kidnappings had strength-

‘{ened the determination of New

Brunswick to (make coufedera—
tion a success: .

Mr. Hatfield ttaveled unof-
ficially through Quebec during|
the election campaign there Jast
April. The pro-Federalist Liber-
als won, but the Separatist
Parti Québecois polled 23 per:
cent of the vote and elected

Assembly for the first time.
The New Brunswick Premier
came back “deeply.impressed”
with the power and vitality of|
the Sepdratists as..a !‘purely
democratic” ,movement.

“What Quebec was saymg,
M. Hatfield observed “was,
-l'we'll give oné more

big -central., pr
ment.

h--Mr. Hatfield, ‘while showing!?
more enthusiasm than the oth-
ers for giving union “a try,”|

hnnce. and I wondered wheth-

inces were listéning” “
Mr. Hatfield, among_others,|

108,000 people; New:
615,000 T o

19, lova, Sc 756+
the continued substantial eco-|gno"

000. In ¢ of growing cen-
nomic disparities in relation ey alization, urbamzatxon Sand

ithe Federal
must support it “by putting up
the necessary cash to guarantee|
the vmbnhty of -the enlarged|}

-Dr. John J. Déeutsch; former|
head of the Economic Council

-based
dustries tend to be drawn to|

of Canada and special conisult-|
ant.to_the_two-year. study. .or:
dered by the three provincial
goverhments. said that the pros|
vinces must unite in the next
10 yedrs, or be content. forever)
with their poverty, frastfations|
and near-colonial status.

A survey carried out, as part
of the study showed wide-pop-|
ular support for merger. How-|
ever, reaction has been cautious|
among officials who risk losing|
theirjobs in the intégratios pn:c
ess. Regardless of cos dpl
and obstacles. Richarc Hatﬂeld
the 39:-year-old’ néwly électéd
Premier of New Brunswick, be-
lieves a new approach to old,
‘problems must be tried. - -

‘Give This Thlng a 1‘ry'

l“Were in a new world, o
Mr. Hatfield: said- in: an mter»
view. “And the expectations of
the peopie are very, very high;|
We've gof to get down and|
give this thing a try.”

The first “try? will be made
by Mr. Hatfield -and “his two

markets and la-
bor supplies. It is viewed, there-
fore, ne longét feasible tor the
three provinées to maintain:
costly, full~s1ze government ‘es-
tablishments involving cabinets,
legislatures and bureaus.-

There are two and one-half|
times as many civil servants
per capita in the Maritimes as
in the rest of the country, Dr.
Deutsch reported And the num-|

Until now Prime Minister
Pierre Elliott’ Trudean has not

more efficient set-up, he would
{probably not oppose it:

Mr. Regan told a visitor: “I
am “hot convinced the  people
of Nova_ Scotia are prepared)|
to surrendér. the existence of
this state.” But he said that|
even without union, the prov-|
inces could cut costs and raise

expréssed his view on the issue, [!
but since union i§ arguably af

tening by the action: 4
to ‘prepare’ the Maritimes for

Separatists_to the; provincial | |

er Canadians in_other prov:|

t soon:show. if he was lis-|;

the eventualities in Quebec,

associates—Premier. Gerald- R
gan of Nova Scotia and Piemier
Alexander Campbell of Prince
Edwatd Island-at & 'theeting In’
}Iahfax on Jan.-2

The Maritime Provinces -em-
Brace an area of 52,000 square|
miles; roughly :-the
Maine, New Hampshire and
Vermont; but “their combined
poputation is_1.5-million, about
equal. that. of .Mainé- and New|
. Hampshire alone.

Newfoundland,
but no

w1t

the remots,
o ss-impovenshed fourth|

rovince, ' is .not - in-
cluded in the union plans now
because - Premier Joseph ' R,
Smallwood’s claim to'Labrador,
which Quebec disputes,  raises|
complications deemed -too, diffi-|
cult for po\mcal i

size” of)

immediately,

y 553

never accepted
4 decision: of the' British Privy
Council in. .1927,-when Canadal

I

was a dominion, awardmg what||
is now Labrador to-Newfound-|i
land. There has been increas: |
ing pressure in Quebec f6r new!
boundaries that would réduce

Newfoundland —to.. an - lsland
Despne the. vatiant effortsw‘
involving massive Federal aid |
to bring_in industry,:the econ-|
omy rests largely on agnicul-|
ture, ~ forestry and" fishing.
Wood, wind and water; 4s
old seying has it," rémain " the
strategic resources,

Fifty per cent of public rev-
enues. inthe region come. from|
the Federal Government in Ot
tawd—=grants™ for** education,
welfare payments “public works|
_and i

1
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